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A Huge THANK YOU to the members of the WRSSAR Color Guard! 

What you don't know:  A spotlight on their dedication and generous service! 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the joys of being the editor is that I can often take the time to 

say THANK YOU on behalf of all of us to the many WRSSAR com-

patriots who donate hundreds of hours annually to supporting our pro-

grams. The Archibald Willard Color Guard under the leadership of 

Company Commander John Franklin and Vice-Commander Lee Mac-

Bride enthusiastically promote our values and our chapter across the 

State of Ohio regardless of season and weather.  Groups from across 

the state call upon our Color Guard to lead parades, post colors at 

events, attend grave markings, and most importantly:  to bring an air of 

Patriotism and Pride-in-America to civic and community events.  The 

Color Guard proudly attends these events free of chargeðbut each 

member is donating his personal time and paying all expenses himself.  

The original Color Guard members actually bought their own uniforms 

but now as members retire, uniforms are made available for our new 

members.  Some compatriots invested considerable money in having 

more authentic uniforms created before joining.  In the past, practices 

were held at Grayôs Armory, the Cleveland Skating Club and even on 

a farm in Chesterland.  The National Society awards members a 

Bronze Medal for significant participation over a three year period.  

The first Color Guard event was the George Washington Luncheon in 

February, 1996.   The Color Guard attend 20 or more events a year in-

cluding the Gates Mills July 4th Parade, US Naturalization Program at 

President Garfieldôs home, City of Cleveland Birthday on Public 

Square, and the Ft Laurens Memorial each summer.  (Continued pg 3) 

Above:  Daughters of the War of 1812 Dedi-

cation Ceremony:  Peninsula, Ohio:  5/5/13 

Far Left:  Posting the Colors at every WRS-

SAR membership event:  5/15/13 

Left:  Moses Cleaveland Chapter DAR -  

Centennial Celebration at the Union Club:  

5/16/13:  Supporting our DAR family! 

Rededication Ceremony:  Monument to 

General Thaddeus Kosciuszko:  5/5/2013 

Cmdr. Franklin leads everyone in the  

procession honoring General Kosciuszko 


